Slusser’'s Green Thumb, Inc.

Landscape Mai nt enance Schedul e

Slusser’s Green Thunb, Inc.
125 Montgonery Street
Post O fice Box 33
Logansport, Indiana 46947
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|JANUARY AND FEBRUARY

Tur f:
Avoi d salt damage al ong sidewal ks and driveways. When tenperatures above are zero, the
use of urea instead of salt will nelt ice and not danage turf.

Renove any wi nd driven | eaves or trash.

Seeding turf areas can begin in mid-February provided there is no snow on the ground.
Broad cast seeding is effective at this time of year with no loss to germination
potenti al .

Tr ees:

Check the trunks and root collars of trees for rodent damage. |If necessary, use plastic
or wire protectors. VWhile in the dormant period, trees nmay be pruned provided
tenperatures are above 32 degrees to avoid additional damage to tissue. Dormant oils may
al so be applied provided the tenperature will remain above 32 degrees for 24 hours after
application.

Evergreens will continue to transpire throughout the year. A three-inch to six-inch
layer of mulch is required over the root zone to prevent desiccation.

Shrubs and Perenni al s:
Repl ace or replenish nulch to maintain a 3 to 4 inch |ayer

|IVARCH
Turf:
Overseeding thin turf areas can be done at this tine. However for thin turf, heavy fall
fertilization is nore effective and will produce better long-termresults. |If seeding at

this time, use a rate of 2.5 pounds per thousand square feet.

Trees and Shrubs:

This is a good tine to begin inspecting plantings for potential pest problens. Make
regul ar inspections at two-week intervals naking notes of identified pest problens and
suggested sol utions. For control of over wintering insects and egg nasses, the use of
dormant-oils is effective. Horticulture-oils are just as effective, and in sensitive
pl ants, |ess Phytotoxic. These newer oils are lighter and can be used late into the
season. As with any pesticide, read and follow | abel directions.

| APRI L
Turf:
Apply crabgrass pre emergence control about md nonth. Crabgrass germ nates when soil
tenperature reach 55 degrees. This requires five consecutive days of 65 degrees or
hi gher. If we have a wet spring, wait until later to apply control to prevent barrier

from | eachi ng bel ow seed.

If turf is in need of fertilization, apply only one-quarter pound nitrogen per one
t housand square foot of turf. If you have applied the maxinmum fall application, then
spring and early sumrer fertilization is not needed. A good analysis turf fertilizer
shoul d have a ratio of 4:1:2 with slow rel ease nitrogen.
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Rolling of turf should be avoided unless there has been excessive heaving or node damage.
Rol i ng causes conpaction and poor root devel opnent.

If season is advanced, now ng might begin. First cut should be slightly shorter to
encour age greening.

Trees, Shrubs and Perennial s:
Continue scouting plant naterial for signs of insect and nechani cal danage. Renove any

dead or damaged branches or |inbs. Make applications of Bordeaux (lime-sulfur mix) or
copper sulfate for control of nmildew on perennials. Apply pre energent control to beds;
use granular material such as Treflan or Goal. |If winter annuals are present, use a tank

m x of roundup and surflan to control enmerged, as well as non-energed, weeds.

|I\/AY

Tur f:

Mow grass at a height of 3 inches. Do not allow grass to get taller than 4 inches before
nowi ng. Check for soil insects and treat with Diazinon or Otanol. Treatnent of soil
insects at this tine will result in poor control. Use of Merit, applied in nmd July,
will be timelier for grub control. If additional fertilization is needed, apply one
gquarter pound of Nitrogen per one thousand square feet. |If turf was properly fertilized
inthe fall, no additional fertilization will be necessary.

Irrigated turf should not be watered at night to avoid disease problens. If disease is
present, only treat with fungicide if danmage is extensive. Mst diseases wll dissipate

as environmental condition changes.

Trees and Shr ubs:

Be sure plant materials do not becone water stressed. If irrigation is required, apply
one inch of water to root zone in one application between the hours of 4 AM and 10 AMto
prevent evaporation. One application per week should be adequate. Plants that wilt in
the afternoon are not necessarily in need of watering, Check plants early in the norning
for wilting. WIting at this tine is an indication of water stress.

Renove weeds from shrub beds and around trees; continue by-weekly inspections for insect
or other pest problens.

Flowering trees and shrubs that bloom before June 30'" should pruned inmediately after
bl oom ng, so that next year’s flower buds will not be affected.

Perenni al s:
Al'low spring flowering bulbs to continue to grow until the foliage begins to die back.

An application of fertilizer with slow release nitrogen will benefit bulbs at this tine.
|JUNE

Turf:

New sod that has been laid should be kept moist for 4 to 5 weeks or until it has firny
rooted into the existing soil. If seeding a new |awn, apply one inch of water in one
application to the seeded area. Do not allow top quarter inch of soil to dry out.
Mul ching with straw or syringing with two applications of one-quarter inch of water
daily, during hot periods, wll help germnination. Once established, gradually reduce

frequency of watering back to one inch, in one application, per week.

Mowi ng shoul d be done on a regular time schedule, removing only one third of the grass
bl ade in any single now ng. This will elimnate the need to catch grass clippings and
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add organic matter to the soil. A high maintenance lawn will require nore frequent
nmowi ng. During dry periods, irrigation may be required to nmaintain a good appearance.

Trees, Shrubs and Perenni al s:

Continue pruning of early flowering ornanmentals. Watch for weed, insect and disease
probl enms and control according to recommended practices. Use of pheronone traps could be
hel pful in predicting possible insect problens. Hot weather in the later part of this
nmonth could cause scale insects and nites to populate very rapidly. Contact your Loca
County Extension office for assistance if needed. During periods of stress, water once
per week with one inch of water over the root zone. Be sure not to over water

New pl antings should be watched closely for proper noisture. Do not over water. After
root ball has been soaked from the initial watering, continue to water throughout the
summer and fall with one inch of water per week, applied in one application allow ng for
rainfall. Sone street or sidewalk plantings could require additional water due to
refl ective heating caused by unnatural surroundings.

|JULY
Tur f:
Mow as needed, frequency of nowi ng should decrease due to heat stress on cool season
grasses. Irrigation will be required if turf is to remain green throughout the season.

If restrictions on irrigation are enforced, due to extended drought periods, one half
inch of water per nonth is all that is required by grasses to keep the crown from dyi ng.

Trees and Shrubs:

Continue to scout for weed, insect and disease problens. Only treat problens that are
causing significant danmage. During hot periods aphids, scale insects, and nites popul ate
rapidly. The use of pheronone traps could aid in early detection of insects. Renenber
that the presence of insects does not necessarily indicate a need to spray. Provi de
water for newy planted trees and shrubs as needed. Establ i shed plantings should be
watered if season has been dry. Use at least one inch of water per week in one
application. Applications of an additional one half of pre-emergence herbicide in
pl anting beds will extend weed control. Woed beds as needed.

Trees that have |ost considerable foliage but retain at |ease one third of their foliage
past the first of July are usually able to recover for the followi ng season

|AUGUST
Turf:
Mow when needed. Never allow grass to reach a height where any nore than one third of
the blade will be renoved. Irrigate when rainfall is less than one inch per week.

Fertilize in the last tw weeks of this nonth, wth three-quarters of a pound of
ni trogen, per 100 sqg. feet.

Scout turf areas for insect and disease problens. Gubs will begin to show up during the
| ast two weeks of this nonth. Treat at popul ations of four grubs per square foot, |ower
popul ati on should not cause damage to the turf.

Trees, Shrubs and Perenni al s:

Mai nt ai n adequate noisture for newly planted trees and shrubs. Water established plants
only during periods of extrenme drought stress. Continue to scout for weed, insect and
di sease probl ens. Maintain at |east three inches of nulch on all beds to reduce weed

devel opnent.
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|SEPTENBER

Turf:

Continue to water as needed. Mowi ng should continue at the prescribed height of three
inches. Seed any bare areas with prescribed seed. Do not let any newy seeded areas dry
out . Mul ching lightly with straw will reduce mpisture |oss. Miulch to a depth of one
straw thick. Over nulching will result in poor germni nation.

This is the best nonth to establish turf by direct seeding. Cool season grasses will do
better as tenperatures begin to cool off and rain amounts begin to pick up. Lack of
organic matter in the soil wll result in poor establishnent. Three cubic yards of
finely screened conpost per 1000 sq. feet will significantly inprove turf establishnent.
A seed ni x containing 60 % bl uegrass and 40 % perenni al ryegrass will work well.

Br oadl eaf weed control is best done in the fall and will result in better effectiveness
than during any other season.

Heavy fall fertilization will also result in a greener, denser, turf next spring. A
4:1:2 ratio fertilizer (20-5-10), applied at a rate of two pounds of nitrogen per 1000
sq. feet, applied now and again in Cctober and Novenber will significantly inprove the

appearance of turf by next spring.

Trees, Shrubs and Perennial s:

Continue to scout for weed, insect and disease problens and treat as needed.
Applications of pesticides are not recomended at this tine unless there is heavy
infestation or treatnment would result in |lower insect pressure next spring. Most plants
will be in the process of going dornmant and use of pesticides will not likely be of
benefit to the plants. Begin to rake early fall |eaves and renove debris from plant
beds. Check nmulch and be sure to nmaintain a three inch depth. Mke application of pre-
enmergent herbicide for control of w nter annuals.

| OCTOBER
Turf:
Continue to mow as needed maintaining three-inch height. Check for control of broadl eaf
weeds and retreat if necessary. Make any additional applications of fertilizer needed.
If seeding this late in the season, use a mxture of 60% perennial ryegrass and 40%
bl uegrass and nmake sure that all seed has food seed soil contact. Remove fallen | eaves

to prevent damage of turf areas.

Trees and Shrubs:

Fertilization using a good granular fertilizer with slowrel ease nitrogen should be done
at this tine. A 4:1:2 ratio will work well. Use about _ Ib. for each inch of trunk
diameter. This should be broadcast in the root zone around the drip line of the plant.
If the root zone includes turf areas, be sure not to exceed 2 |Ibs. of nitrogen per 1000
sq. feet.

For conifers, this is their dormant period and they will cast off their ol dest needles.
Do not mistake this for a disease. Conifers also require plenty of noisture to get them
into shape for wnter. They will require one inch of water weekly until the ground
freezes. Suppl enent rainfall to be sure soil is charged. Mul ch under evergreens wth

six inches of organic mulch to protect the root zone from freezing, resulting in wnter
burn.

Per enni al s:
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Perennials will have to be divided every three to four years. This is a good tine to dig
and divide perennials and replant them Leave at |least two stens per division or divide
into two equal parts. Mve extra plants to new beds or discard them After replanting,
fertilize with a 4:1:2 ratio fertilizer at a rate of one pound per 100 sq. ft. Milch bed
with three to four inches of organic mulch and apply a granul ar pre-energent herbicide.
Her baceous perennials need to be divided at different times. Consult references or your
Local County Extension office for this information.

|NOVENBER

Turf:

Rermove fall leaves from turf to prevent snothering grass plants. When nowi ng turf for
the last tinme during the season, |ower your cutting height to one and one half inches (1
") to reduce chance of snow mold and wi nter burn. Mke any additional fertilization
applications necessary and check for weed control. Spot applications of broadl eaf
her bi ci des may be necessary for conplete control. Prepare nmow ng equi prent for storage.

Del ayed dormant seeding is done at this tine. Seeding should be done with a slice seeder
to insure that the seed is in contact with the soil and not exposed to winter
t enper at ures. Bare areas should be nulched to prevent drying. Seeding done in this
fashion has a very high success rate conparable to other fornms of spring seeding.

Trees and Shrubs:
Continue to scout for signs of pests especially the presence of egg masses and other

indication of over wntering insects. Renove any diseases, danages or dead
branches/ st ens. Use horticultural oils as a dormant application as long as tenperatures
will remain above 32 degrees for 24 hours after application.

Per enni al s:

Renove | eaves and debris from beds. Continue to monitor beds for signs of weeds. Spot
treat with herbicides if tenperatures will remain above 40 degrees for 48 hours after
application. Maintain three to four inches of nulch on beds and cover the crowns of
tenperature sensitive perennials for winter protection.

|DECENBER

Tur f:

Finish any | eaf renoval to prevent damage to turf areas. Applications of fertilizer are
all right as long as the ground is not frozen.

Trees and Shrubs and Perenni al s:

Monitor for signs of pest problens and desiccation from w nter w nds.
Plants that routinely show w nter desiccation my be treated with one
application of wilt proof to reduce danage. More than one treatnent is
detrinental to the plant. Plants that have a reoccurring problem are
usual |y not appropriate for the |location and shoul d be repl aced.
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